Commissioner Tom Downs thanks J ames 
Brown at the May 21 ceremony. 


I-95 transfer work 
earns special thanks 


Commissioner Tom Downs thanked 
more than 60 NJDOTers for their work on 
the I-95 transfer to the New Jersey 
Turnpike at a May 21 ceremony at the 
Headquarters Complex. 

“The unique nature of this assignment, 
along with the tight schedule, required 
creativity and perseverance,” Downs told 
the group. “The Department is fortunate, 
indeed, to have employees like you 
willing to go ‘that extra mile’ to get the 
job done.” 

Those commended by the Commis- 
sioner were: 

From Policy and Planning: Bill Ankner, 
Kathi Aufschneider, Keith Daniels, 
Christine Johnson, Michele Pierdinock 
and Priscilla Sackner; 

From Construction and Maintenance: 
Al Ari, Frank Battaglia, Raymond 
Burroughs, Charles T. Edson, John Lutz, 
Chester Lyszczek, George Marr, Robert 
Miller, Sue Pearson, Robert Sudol, Steve 
Smolinski, Lawrence Sroka and Alfred 
Woodrow; 

From Design and Right of Way: Ken- 
neth C. Afferton, Bob Alu, Gitu Amin, 
Chimanlal Antala, Larry Arrington, 
Thomas Ball, Lawrence Bodnar, John J. 
Boylan, Jr., James Brown, Jim Buchanan, 
Manola F. Capili, Kelei Carter, John 
Christian, Edward L. Cooper, Veronica 
Dahlhaus, Mary Ann Esposito, Paul 
Ezeuka, John Festa, Deb Gering, Mike 
Horan, Theresa Hugg, Robin Hunt, 
George Hutzelman, Jeffery Johnson, 
Ronald L. Jones, Robert Kuo, Richard 
Laube, John Maida, Carl McCall, Andrew 
Meidhof, Donald Miller, Karen Minch, 
Joseph Montague, Kimberly Mooring, 
Kanubhai Parikh, Nicholas Poveromo, 
Ralph Rich, Michael Russo, Kamlesh 
Shah, Tom Sweeney, Joseph Tenaglia. 

Also: Deputy Attorney General 
Susan Roop. 
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Governor signs cap lift; 
$565 million more for jobs 


Govemror Jim Florio signed into law on 
May 20 one of the key points he proposed 
for the state’s economic recovery — 
legislation that will enable NJDOT and NJ 
TRANSIT to undertake one of the most 
ambitious public works programs in the 
state’s history and create tens of thousands 
of jobs. 

"New Jersey WORKS! isn't a sign on 
the highway. It's a spirit and a vision of 
a New Jersey headed for the fast lane of 
the 21st century," Governor Florio said. 
"We know that a key to New Jersey's 
economic future is moving people 
comfortably and on time. That's vital to 
our workforce, our tourists and our 
quality of life." 

The Governor signed the bill, sponsored 
by Senator William Haines, in Old Bridge 
at the site of an $11 million project to 
construct a new six-lane bridge for Route 9 
over Ernston Road. A second ceremony 
followed in Cherry Hill where NJDOT is 
widening Route 70 to three lanes and 
eliminating the Race Track and Ellisburg 
Circles. 

Coupled with a federal transportation 
funding bill renacted earlier this year, the 
new law will give New Jersey the means to 
invest more than $1.46 billion in fiscal 
year 1993 to build and repair its highway 
and public transit systems. 

Florio called for the legislation in his 
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Fund during two ceremonies on May 20. 
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Governor Jim Florio signed legislation that lifted the cap on the Transportation Trust 


1992 State of the State address to complete 
infrastructure improvements critical to the 
state's economic recovery and create 
construction jobs. The funding comes from 
untapped bonding capacity in the Transpor- 
tation Trust Fund that can be retired with the 
existing gas tax and other revenues. 

The legislation makes permanent a $200 
million increase in the trust fund’s $365 
million annual spending cap that was 
enacted two years ago as a temporary 
measure and was set to expire June 30. 
Without a permanent cap lift, the state 
would have been unable to take full 
advantage of the new federal program and 
this year alone would have been forced to 
leave $263 milllion of aid in Washington 
and the $1.46 billion capital program 
proposed for Fiscal 1993 would have been 
cut to $996 million, resulting in 13,000 lost 
jobs. 

The cap lift will help New Jersey tackle 
a backlog of road and bridge repair . 
projects. More than 40 percent of the 
combined NJDOT/NJ TRANSIT capital 
program proposed for Fiscal 1993 would 
be devoted to this repair work, including 
$100 million for local aid. The work 
includes reconstruction of I-80, resurfacing 
Routes 17 and 41, redecking bridges and 
improving the Hoboken, Rahway, Eliza- 
beth, Trenton, Maplewood and Denville 
train stations. 
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Headquarters adds paper for recycling 


Beginning June 15, NJDOT’s 
Headquarters employees will be able to 
add more types of paper to their recycling 
containers . 

“Instead of just white paper, we will 
now be able to place colored paper, file 
folders, envelopes, post-it notes, 
magazines, index cards and junk mail in 
the blue recycling containers,” said 
Recycling Coordinator Jim Petersack. 
“Staples are permitted, but bound or 
glued booklets and reports should be 
ripped apart before discarding.” 

Newspapers, cans and bottles should 
still be placed in the separately marked 
containers. Phone books and corrugated 


New arrivals 


Virginia Steigerwalt, Senior Acci- 
dent Reviewer and her husband, Doug, 
welcomed their second son, Nicholas 
Scott, April 21. Virginia Heim, 
Accident Record Reviewer, Accident 
Records is his grandmother. 

Kay Dolberry-Deans, Legal Re- 
search Analyst, Right of Way, and her 
husband, Gene, are first-time parents of 
a baby girl, Kay Sade Deans, born 
March 21. 
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cardboard will be collected separately. 
Food waste, paper plates and plastic 
utensils will continue to be discarded in 
regular trash containers. 

Petersack is planning to meet recycling 
coordinators from each unit in June to 
review the new regulations. 

“We can be proud of our recycling 
record so far,” Petersack said. “Last year 
the Headquarters Complex recycled 44 
tons of office paper, over 11 tons of glass, 
8.73 tons of aluminum cans and 4.2 tons 
of newspaper. The Maintenance shops 
recycled 121.53 tons of ferrous metals, 20 
tons of batteries and 4,000 gallons of 
motor oil.” 


Sue Hornyak, Governmental Rela- 
tions Specialist, Communications Office, 
and her husband, Ed, welcomed their 
first child Rebecca Lynn, born May 23. 


Correction 


Kenneth L. Kyte’s new title was 
incorrectly reported in the last Trans- 
porter. His new title is Director, Division 
of Transportation Data and Technology. 


Region IV dinner 


Region IV’s 29th Annual Retirement 
Dinner-Dance will be held on Saturday, 
June 27 at the Dutch Inn, Harmony Road 
and I-295 in Gibbstown. Tickets are $15 
per person. For more information call 
(609) 795-4739. 
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NJDOT marks Preservation Week 


Richard Arndt, Auditing and Accounting and David Drach, Sr. Environmental Technician 
view Indian artifacts and other relics that were on display as part of the Department's 
Historic Preservation Week observance. A standing-room-only crowd at the Headquarters 
multi-purpose room were on hand for the May 13 program of lectures and slide 
presentations about NJDOT archaeological digs that were arranged by the staff of the 


Bureau of Environmental Analysis. 
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New traffic managers 


They don’t have staffs or offices yet, 
but they know what their job is: 

“to efficiently operate the state highway 
system so that our customers can use 
the transportation system more 
intelligently and with less delays.” 

Kurt Aufschneider and Jean Servideo, 
the newly named state traffic operation 
managers, explained their new job to 
Department managers last week. 
Aufschneider will handle the central and 
southern roadway and Servideo the more 
densely populated northern part of the 
State. 

“We hope to achieve cur goal through a 
better incident management program,” 
Aufschneider said. Incidents, he said, can 
range from an unpredictable auto accident 
or truck spill to occurances like a con- 
struction project or sports event known 
about in advance that can be planned for. 

“Even an accident on the shoulder 
reduces capacity by 26%,” Aufschneider 
said. “Every one minute an accident stays 
on the road causes four minutes of delay.” 

Detection, verification, response, 
removal, motorist information and traffic 
management are the six stages of incident 
management, according to Aufschneider. 

The new traffic operations managers 
expect to help transform New Jersey into 
a showcase of intelligent vehicle and 
highway system technologies, thanks to 
the Intermodal State Transportation 
Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA). 
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The Transporter is published for the 
employees and retirees of the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation. It is written and 
designed by the Communications Office, Main 
Office Building, CN 600, Trenton, NJ 08625, 
(609) 530-2121. The Transporter is printed 
by the Department’s Print Shop. 


1ighways = Less congestion = Cleaner air 


hese were two of the 10 priorities announced by the Transportation Execu- 
when it was established in 1990. This year the Department launched two 
tions units (north and south) to find ways to move traffic more efficiently 


ynal corridors. 


At the same time, benefitting from funds from the Intermodal Surface Trans- 
iciency Act, the Department will take advantage of the latest technologies to 


goals. 


Traffic circles and signals were early "smart h 


ig way" techniques to move traffic 


efficiently. The airport circle near Camden dates from 1925. 
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“Smart highway” systems — combin- 
| ing various technologies to communicate 
| information instantly to drivers from the 
road via a control center — are coming 
soon. 

Highway information will be monitored 
and analyzed and passed on to drivers 
immediately so they can bypass problem 
areas such as accidents and congestion. 
Police, fire fighters and ambulances will 
be able to respond sooner. Travel times 
will be reduced and traffic will flow more 
freely, saving time and reducing the air 
pollution from vehicles starting and 
stopping on congested roadways. 

Smart highways have been around for 
some time. Circles, for example, were an 
early version of a smart highway tech- 
nique. As early as 1925 they were built 
specifically to move vehicles more 
efficiently. Traffic signals were devel- 
oped to optimize the flow of traffic and 
coordinated to give vehicles on the main 


The traffic control room at the Lincoln 
Tunnel and electronic toll tags are 
examples of new technology in traffic 
control. The transponder on the vehicle 
dashboard records the toll fee without the 
need to stop. 
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roadways priority during rush hours. 

With funding help from the Intermodal 
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 
1991 the NJDOT is planning to take 
advantage of the latest smart systems. 
Starting with upgrading roadway signs so 
that messages can be changed remotely 
and immediately to surveillance cameras 
and closed circuit TV cameras now used 
in the trans-Hudson tunnels. 

The New Jersey toll authorities already 


Kurt Aufschneider 


have a $25 million investment in elec- 
tronic tolls. Motorists with a transponder 
or electronic tag on the windshield that 
will be read by an interrogator or elec- 
tronic reader won’t have to stop at the toll 
booth. The ultimate goal is to simplify 
travel for the motorist in the entire 
Northeast — one tag and one bill. 
MAGIC (Metropolitan Area Guidance 
Information Center) will combine 
variable message systems and advisory 
radio for more regional incident manage- 
ment. Now in design for I-80 between 
Route 46 and the George Washington 
Bridge, a MAGIC system is expected to 
go to construction later this year. 
Ultimately, a combination of technolo- 
gies will make highways “smart” enough 
to control a vehicle’s movement from the 
beginning to the end of the trip. 


— Contributed by CETs Laine Rankin, 
Tom Gallagher, Loi Tran and Darshna 
Deski. 


Electrical unit's Joe Serenelli keeps a log as 
John Tomchick uses a light meter to measure 
illumination levels on Route 72 bridge. 


At 3 a.m. on a moonlit May night, Joe Serenelli, Principal Engineer, and 
John Tomchick, Senior Engineer, both from the Headquarters electrical 
unit, braved wind and 37 degree temperatures to conduct photometric tests , 
of the lighting on the Route 72 bridge over the Barnegat Bay. 

The tests are part of a study being conducted by a special working group 
established by Commissioner Tom Downs to determine if the unique hand 
rail lighting installed in 1959 and rehabilitated in 1991 still meets safety 
standards. 

The lighting was scheduled to be replaced as part of a planned rehabilita- 
tion of the bridge. However, after receiving a number of letters from local 
residents and municipal officials requesting the lights be spared, 

Downs asked the committee to come up with a way to “preserve the lights 
in a reasonably maintenance-free fashion.” 

The working group consists of Charles Palumbo, Frank L. Platt and 
David Walls, Region 3 Electrical; John Senyk, Research; Jacob P. Isler, 
Construction Services; Larry Sroka, Maintenance Engineering; Gerard J. 
Kerwin and Charles Territo, Electrical Engineering and John Dourgarian, 
Communications. 

“The lights were the first successful use of low level lighting on a public 
highway in the country,” said John Dourgarian who joined the test crew on 
their nocturnal vigil. “One letter writer described them as ‘a string of 
pearls over the bay’,” he said. 


Moment in History 


The bridge pictured in the May 7 Transporter showed the Route 72 
bridge as seen from the Bamegat Bay. Some 11 NJDOTers not only 
correctly identified the bridge, but also described its unique lighting or the 
fact that it is the only link between the mainland and Long Beach Island. 

Correct replies were received from William Anderson, Region 4 Design; 
Louis Buono Jr., Structural Evaluation; George B. Crowell, Resident Eng.; 
George W. Earle, Senior Highway Inspector (retired); King Lee, Structural 
Evaluation; Ayodele D. Oshilaja, Structural Evaluation; Michael Pylypiak, 
Surface Design, Robert Shu, Structural Engineering; Michele Tocco, Right 
of Way; John Tomchick, Electrical and J. Walker, Roadway Engineering. 
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